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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1.- 1 1. (Canceled) 

12, (Currently Amended) An automatic analyzer comprising: 

a sample dispensing mechanism that dispenses a sample from a sample container; 

a sample container disk, arranged to accommodate a plurality of sample containers, 
including said sample container, arranged circularly on said sample container disk, and 
rotated to transfer the sample containers to a sample dispensing position of said sample 
dispensing mechanism; 

reaction vessels in which samples dispensed by said sample dispensing mechanism 
are discharged; 

a measuring unit that measures reactions in said reaction vessels; 

an information recording medium attached to said sample container, that stores 
information for identifying a sample in said sample container; 

an information reader arranged to read, when said sample container is positioned at an 
information reading position, an information recorded on said information recording medium 
attached to said sample container positioned at said information reading position; 

an identify i ng unitthaMd e ntifi e s - a - samp lo- in s aid s ample container on th e basis of an 
information read by said information r e ad e r; 
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an information storing s e ction that stores identified r es ults identifi e d by said 
id e ntify mg-ifflfei^attd 

a controller that controls said information reader to perform said reading of 
information recorded in said information recording medium prior to a first sample dispensing 
operation of said sample dispensing mechanism, said idcnt ify mg-uftk - to p e rform said 
i d e ntifying of a sampl e in said sam ple-con t ai n e r, said information storing section to perform 
s aid storing of ident i fi e d r e sults identified by said id e ntify ing - uni t, said information reader to 
again perform said reading of information recorded in said information recording medium 
just before e^afte^-a second sample dispensing operation of said sample dispensing 
mechanism, and said identifying unit to again perform -s aid id e ntifying of a sampl e in said 
sample contain e r, wherein said controller further checks whether or not the sample to be 
dispensed or alr e ady disp e ns e d by said sample dispensing mechanism in the second sample 
dispensing operation is a sample whose information has been previously read by said 
information reader prior to said first sample dispensing operation; 

wherein said controller controls said sample dispensing mechanism to dispense a 
sample from said sample container when the sample to be dispensed is the same sample 
whose information has been already read bv said inform ation reader; and 

farther comprising a cover configured to prevent a sample container from being taken 
out of the sample container disk from the time said information reader again performs said 
reading of information recorded in said information recording medium until after said second 
sample dispensing operation of said sample dispensing mechanism. 

13.-20. (Canceled) 
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2 1 . (Previously Presented) An automatic analyzer according to claim 1 2 t wherein 
said controller issues an alarm when a sample that has been dispensed is different from the 
sample identified by the information previously read by said information reader. 

22. (Canceled) 

| 23. (Currently Amended) An automatic analyzer according to claim-2212. wherein 

the cover comprises a portion covering at least one part of the front end of a probe of the 
sample dispensing mechanism on a moving locus of the probe. 

j 24. (Currently Amended) An automatic analyzer according to claim-2212, wherein 

the coyer further comprises a mechanism for moving from a position covering the sample 
container disk so that a sample container, on the sample container disk can be taken out 

25. (Previously Presented) An automatic analyzer according to claim 24, further 
comprising a movement detector for detecting the movement of the cover, wherein said 
controller controls said sample dispensing mechanism so as not to dispense a sample when 
the movement detector detects the movement of the cover. 

J 26. (Currently Amended) An automatic analyzer according to claim-3312, wherein 

the cover is made of an electrically conductive material. 
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